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Subm ssi on

SUMVARY: The Cooperative State Research, Education, and
Ext ensi on Servi ce (CSREES) published a request for
proposal s docunent for the Initiative for Future

Agricul ture and Food Systens (I FAFS) in the Federal

Regi ster on March 6, 2000 (65 FR 11838). This docunent
clarifies the nature of proposals sought, adds a new
program sub-area, extends the date for receipt of
proposal s, and nmakes certain specific revisions to the
request for proposals contained in the original notice.

DATES: The original notice provided that proposals for

t he | FAFS nust be submitted by May 8, 2000. That date is
extended to May 22, 2000. All other requirenments for
submittal of proposals renmain the sane as those specified
in the notice of March 6, 2000.

ADDRESSES: The addresses for subm ssion of proposals
remai n the sanme as those specified in the notice of March
6, 2000.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON: For further clarification of



portions of the request for proposals, and to add a new
program area for funding. Revisions to the origina
request for proposals nade herein have been incorporated
in full in the copy of the | FAFS request for proposals
avai | abl e on the CSREES website at www. reeusda. gov/ | FAFS.

| n Gener al

Prograns wi thin | FAFS can bring the agricul tural
knowl edge systemto bear on issues inpacting small- and
m d-si zed producers and | and nmanagers, enabling
i nprovenents in quality of life and community. Thus,
applicants are encouraged to address issues inpacting
smal | and m d-sized operations in each | FAFS program area
as appropriate. In support of the agency's goals to
enhance the conpetitiveness and sustainability of U S
agriculture, consideration also will be given to projects
(with U S institutions as the lead) that incorporate an
i nternational dinension wth denonstrabl e donestic
benefits. Proposals should reflect substanti al
i nvol venent of agricultural producers, nutrition and
heal t h professionals, individuals and groups concerned
with the environnment, or other stakeholders or their
representative organi zations, in project planning,
desi gn, and inpl enmentation.

In the Agricultural Genom cs program area (10.0) of
t he request for proposals, enphasis was placed on
research focusing on econom cally inportant species,
genes, or traits. CSREES wi shes to clarify that it wll
accept proposals related to all agriculturally inportant
speci es, genes, or traits, regardless of their economc
i nportance or value. Accordingly, the terns "econom c"
and "econom cal |l y" have been stricken fromthe version of
t he request for proposals avail able on the CSREES website
consistent with this statenent as appropriate.



dependi ng on printer type and settings.

On page 11839, in the third colum (p. 6 RFP)
revise the definitions of "Education activity" and
"Extension activity" to read as foll ows:

(7) Education activity neans formal classroom
instruction, laboratory instruction, and
practicum experience in the food and
agricultural sciences and other related matters
such as faculty devel opnent, student recruitnent
and services, curriculum devel opnent,
instructional materials and equi pnrent, and
i nnovati ve teachi ng net hodol ogi es.

(8) Extension activity nmeans an act or
process that delivers science-based know edge

and i nformal educational prograns to peopl e,

enabling themto make practical decisions.

On page 11844, second colum, (p. 21 RFP)under "2.
Agricul tural Biotechnology (Program Area 11.0)," revise
the second and third full paragraphs to read as foll ows:

Successful application of this technol ogy
to food and agriculture requires a sufficient
| evel of consuner acceptance of biotechnol ogy-
derived products to provi de econom c incentive
to product devel opers. Consumer acceptance is
currently affected by doubts about biotechnol ogy
in food and agriculture. Research and education
focused on assessing and reduci ng present and
predi cted risks associated with agricul tural
bi ot echnology will aid in alleviating public
concerns. For exanple, devel oping and
i npl ementing effective on-farmpractices to
address issues such as pest resistance and
adverse non-target species inpact (e.g. pollen
drift concerns) wll provide critica
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This programarea will support research
extensi on, and education that addresses public
guestions and concerns associated with
agricul tural biotechnol ogy by assessing,
reduci ng, and devel oping nonitoring strategies
for present and anticipated risks. The program
wi |l maxi m ze know edge and under st andi ng of
both risks and benefits accrued to the public
from products derived through biotechnol ogy.

On page 11844, third columm (p. 21 RFP), under "11.1
Ef fects Agricultural Biotechnol ogy on Human, Aninal and
Plant Health," first full paragraph:

(1) Add the word "organisnt followwng "(GVW"; and

(2) Revise clause (f) to read as foll ows:
"techniques to mnimze or elimnate potential negative
i npacts of GM products on non-target species,
agricultural systenms and the environnent;".

On page 11845, first columm, third full paragraph,
second sentence, add after "public interest": ",
pr oducer, ".

On page 11848, second colum, first full paragraph,
strike the parenthetical phrase referring to the Food
Quality and Protection Act in clause (d).

New Program Sub- Area

CSREES adds a new program sub-area soliciting
proposals related to Critical and Emergi ng Pest
Managenment Chal | enges
as foll ows.

On page 11847, in the second colum (p. 29 RFP)

(1) Revise the first heading in the columm to read:
"5. Natural Resource Managenent, |ncluding Precision
Agriculture and Critical and Energi ng Pest Managenent
Chal | enges (Program Area 14.0)"; and

(2) Add before the period at the end of the second
full paragraph under that heading: "and critical and
ener gi ng pest managenent chal |l enges”.



Recent, nore stringent regulations, such as the Food
Quality Protection Act (FQPA), new provisions of the
Clean Air Act, and new pesticide re-registration actions
under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenti cide
Act, will contribute to the loss or significant
restriction of pesticides and pesticide uses.
Commodities that are heavily consunmed by infants and
children and comodities that are reliant on a few
cl asses of chemcals for pest control are particularly
vul nerable. Problens related to the loss or restriction
of current pest nanagenent tools are exacerbated by pest
resi stance, consumer demand for safer foods, and | ack of
effective alternatives. New conventional chem stries and
bi ol ogi cal, biotechnol ogi cal and organic farm ng
techni ques offer the prom se of new, safe and effective
alternatives. New technol ogi es, however, are nore
conpl ex requiring a higher degree of managenent and may
require a significant investnment in user education and
training. Therefore, conprehensive science-based
approaches are needed for the devel opnent and
i npl enentati on of new pest nmanagenent technol ogi es.

CSREES has or is initiating a nunber of prograns to
address the inpact of FQPA on crops production systens.
These prograns include, the Pest Managenment Alternatives
Program (PMAP), and the followi ng programs in the new
i nt egrated Research, Education and Extension Conpetitive
Grants Program Crops at Risk from FQPA | npl enentati on
(CAR), Ri sk Avoidance and Mtigation Program (RAMP), and
Met hyl Brom de Transition (MBT). | FAFS provides an
opportunity to bring together concepts fromthe above
menti oned prograns by supporting proposals that are nore
conprehensive in nature and have multi-tactical
approaches to pest managenent systens.

Proposal s are invited on broad systens that go
beyond the scope of the Integrated and PVMAP pest
managenent prograns. Proposals for this section should
support integrated research, education and extension on



educati on and extension comunity.

Done at Washington, D.C., this ___ day of , 2000.

Charles W Laughlin,

Adm ni strat or,

Cooperative State Research, Education
Servi ce.

and Ext ensi on



